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ABSTRACT

Fear appeals are one of the most interesting stimuli in advertising, whether online or in print.
Evoking feelings of fear creates a sense of focus and attention in the target audience. When
recipients feel fear, they are more likely to pay attention to the message and remember it longer.
This increased attention may lead to the advertising message being retained longer and
remaining in memory, with an increased likelihood of responding to the message and taking the
required actions, whether purchasing a product, subscribing to a service, or changing their
behavior in an event. This is especially true when the potential audience is facing the negative
consequences that may occur if they do not take the necessary actions, and thus they may be
more inclined to take action to avoid them. Since the goal of the advertising message is to instill
the need to do something, or stop doing something, feelings of fear in print advertising are an
important strategy and a persuasive means of influencing human behavior. Therefore, this fear
can be harnessed and used to achieve a strong emotional response in the target audience, attract
attention, and create emotional links to guide their behavior, especially if fear is used in an
ethical and responsible manner, as it is not in the interest of the advertising company or
institution to make consumers or its target audience afraid of something that involves little or no
risks at all. That is, fear appeals depend on threatening the individual's well-being, increasing
control over a situation, or preventing an undesirable outcome. Hence, this study was interested
in highlighting the arousal of feelings of fear as a design strategy in advertising messages,
whether in print advertising or electronic advertising spread on social media platforms and the
Internet, and its impact on persuading the recipient. The research conducted an analytical and
applied study of advertisements that rely on arousing feelings of fear as a design strategy. The
study concluded by identifying a list of design and psychological considerations that must be
taken into account when designing fear messages, to maximize persuasion and guide behavior
among the target audience.
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My friend heard the track

He didn’t hear the van
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