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ABSTRACT

This research explores structural contradiction as an important aspect of contemporary art,
focusing on its aesthetic impact on the form of bas-relief sculpture. In an era characterized by
dynamic shifts in artistic practices, juxtaposing conflicting materials, forms, and concepts
challenges conventional understandings of sculpture. By examining key works by contemporary
sculptors, the study delves into how structural contradiction functions as both a formal device
and a conceptual statement. The research argues that such contradictions disrupt visual harmony
and encourage new dialogues about perception, materiality, and meaning. It highlights how this
approach reshapes the viewer's engagement with sculpture's material and conceptual dimensions,
contributing to the broader discourse on contemporary art and its evolving aesthetic values. The
contradiction between these issues and problems has sparked interest in art issues across
historical periods and across the world, prompting artists to take pro- or anti-controversial

stances.
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Art, as is commonly known, is a visual perception. This visual perception may be achieved by
emphasizing specific formative vocabulary, whose role is to express the content of the work
through the contrast or contradiction within the artwork, which is described as duality seen in
multiple aspects, such as light and dark, rough and soft, light and dense, small and large, etc.
There are also contrasts and oppositions in color, for example, (hot and cold colors, bright and
dark). In the field of sculpture, we feel this contrast in mass and space, as well as between the
levels of the painting in high-relief sculpture and low-relief sculpture. Contradiction in the art of
sculpture is found in the visual contrasts between mass and space, as well as the contradictions
present in the shapes, which are the basic component in constructing the painting, between
elements present in the foreground and other elements receding in the background, and between
the main characters on which the subject of the work depends and the secondary characters
present in the background of the work. From the perspective of art history, we find the
emergence of many opposing dichotomies (contradictory dichotomies) that were and still are
present in an important relationship linked to the development of art history. We mention, for
example, free will versus law, rule, or theory, as well as individualism versus collectivism, and

the irrational versus the rational.
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